
AT&T Alabama

Suite 28A2

600 N. 19th Street

Birmingham, AL 35203

June 29,2011

Via Electronic Filing and Overnight Mail

Walter Thomas, Secretary
Alabama Public Service Commission
100 N. Union Street, Suite 850
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Re: Notice of the Conversion of BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.,
to BeliSouth Telecommunications, LLC

Dear Mr. Thomas:

T: 205.714.0556

F: 205.323.9204

francis.semmes@att.com

This letter is to notify the Alabama Public Service Commission ("Commission") that
BeliSouth Telecommunications, Inc. ("BellSouth") intends to elect to become a limited liability
company eflective on or about July 1,2011. BellSouth is a corporation organized under Georgia
law and provides local exchange telecommunications services in designated areas in Alabama.'

Georgia law allows corporations to elect to become limited liability companies by filing a
certificate of conversion with the Georgia Secretary of State.2 Once the filing is made, the new
limited liability entity is deemed to be the same entity as the entity making the election.3

Upon such an election becoming effective:

the existence of the limited liability company so fonned shall be deemed to have
commenced on the date the entity making the election [BeilSouth] commenced its
existence in the jurisdiction in which such entity [BellSouth] was first created,
fonned, incorporated, or otherwise came into being; ...

(5) The limited liability company fonned by such election shall thereupon and
thereafter possess all ofthe rights, privileges, immunities, ./i'anchises, and powers
of the entity making the election [Bell South]; all property, real, personal, and
mixed, all contract rights, and all debts due to such entity, as well as all other
choses in action, and each and every other interest of or belonging to or due to the

In Alabama, BellSouth operates under the doing business as ("d/b/a") designations AT&T Alabama and
AT&T Southeast.

Ga. Code Ann. *14-11-212(a) and (b).

Ga. Code Ann. 9 14-11-212(d).
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entity making the election [BellSouth] shall be taken and deemed to be vested in
the limited liability company formed by such election withoutfurther act or deed
and the title to any real estate, or any interest therein, vested in the entity making
the election shall not revert or be in any way impaired by reason of such election;
and none ofsuch items shall be deemed to have been conveyed, transferred, or
assigned by reason ofsuch election for any purpose; and

(6) The limited liability company formed by such election shall thereupon and
thereafter be responsible and liablefor all the liabilities and obligations of the
entity making the election [BellSouth], and any claim existing or action or
proceeding pending by or against such entity [BellSouth] may be prosecuted as if
such election had not become effective. Neither the rights ofcreditors nor any
liens upon the property ofthe entity making such election [BellSouth] shall be
impaired by such election. 4

BellSouth, therefore, notifies the Commission that effective on or about July 1,2011, all
of BellSouth's property, powers, franchises, and privileges will be possessed by BellSouth
Telecommunications, LLC, and BellSouth Telecommunications, LLC, will become responsible
and liable for all the liabilities and obligations of BellSouth.5 To the extent that BellSouth is
subject to any Commission rules, regulations, and orders as of the effective date of this
conversion, BellSouth Telecommunications, LLC, will be subject to those same rules,
regulations, and orders. On May 31, 2010, BellSouth Telecommunications, LLC, submitted a
tariff filing to reflect this conversion.6

Finally, this conversion will be transparent to customers. As BellSouth
Telecommunications, Inc. did, BellSouth Telecommunications, LLC, will operate under the
"d/b/a" designations AT&T Alabama and AT&T Southeast. BellSouth Telecommunications,
LLC, will operate pursuant to the same tariffs, guidebooks, and agreements immediately after the
conversion as BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. did immediately before the conversion. The
same personnel who managed these services immediately before the conversion will manage
them immediately after the conversion, and the same network that provided the services
immediately before the conversion will provide them immediately after the conversion.

4 Jd., *14-11-212(c){l), (5), and (6) (emphases added).

6

Because there is no sale, transfer, or acquisition of ownership or control of BeIlSouth or its assets, no
Commission approval is required under Alabama law or the Commission's rules. As explained above, none of
BellSouth's rights, privileges, immunities, franchises, powers, property or any other interest is deemed to have been
conveyed, transferred, or assigned for any purpose by reason of this conversion. Ga. Code Ann. *14-11-212(c)(5).
Moreover, the conversion does not constitute a dissolution of BeIlSouth. Id., *14-1 1-212(d). Instead, it "shall
constitute a continuation of the existence" of BellSouth as a limited liability company, and BellSouth
Telecommunications, LLC "shall for all purposes be deemed to be the same entity as [BeIlSouth]." Jd.
Consequently, the Commission needs to take no action with regard to this conversion.

See letter dated May 31, 2010, from C. Wayne Hutchens, Executive Director-Legislative & Regulatory
Affairs, to Walter Thomas, Secretary, Alabama Public Service Commission.
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The address of BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. and the company contact information
on file with the Commission will be the same for BellSouth Telecommunications, LLC.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should the Commission or the Commission
Staff have any questions please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Francis B. Semmes
General Attorney - AT&T Services, Inc.

FBS/mhs

cc: Honorable Lucy Baxley, Commission President
Honorable Twinkle Andress Cavanaugh, Commissioner
Honorable Terry Dunn, Commissioner
Honorable John Gamer, Exec. Director & Chief ALJ
Mr. Darrell Baker, Director, Telecommunications Div.
Honorable Olivia Martin, Utilities Section Director,

Office of the Attorney General
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